[Continuous epidural morphine for postoperative pain relief after spinal surgery--use of an epidural catheter placed at the time of surgery].
Postoperative analgesia by continuous epidural morphine infusion after spinal surgery was investigated in a retrospective study. An epidural catheter was placed by surgeons at the time of surgery. Postoperative pain was less intense and use of analgesics and sedative was less frequent in patients with continuous epidural morphine (n = 41) as compared with patients without continuous epidural morphine (n = 41). Among the patients with continuous epidural morphine, postoperative pain in patients (n = 16) with the dura opened or dural rent during surgery was less intense and the uses of analgesics and sedative was less frequent as compared with patients (n = 25) without the dural rent. There were no severe complications except for respiratory depression in a patient with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Our study demonstrated the ease of insertion of an epidural catheter at the time of surgery and the good quality of epidural analgesia after spinal surgery.